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University of New Zealand received a nomination every other year, but
had missed a year in 1894. In the meantime Maclaurin, who was married,
had been offered an appointment, and so Rutherford was elected.
J. C. Maclaurin became the New Zealand Dominion Analyst and
did notable work in the development of the cyanide process for the
separation of gold.
A. W. Bickerton, Professor of Chemistry and Physics, commended
Rutherford's work in these words:
Rutherford has conducted long and important investigations into the
time effects of electric and magnetic phenomena in rapidly alternating
fields and by means of an ingenious apparatus of his own design was
enabled to observe and measure phenomena occupying less than
1/100,000 second.
He continues:                                               '** *
Mr Rutherford has great fertility of resource, a very full acquaintance
with both the analytical and graphic methods of mathematics ami a full
knowledge of the recent advances in electrical science and methods of
absolute measurement. Personally Mr Rutherford is of so kindly a
disposition and so willing to help other students over their difficulties
that he has endeared himself to all who have been brought into contact
with him. We all most heartily wish him as successful a career in
England as he has had in New Zealand.